[A proposal for the development of the program of family and community medicine].
We present a methodological innovation for the Teaching Unit of Family and Community Medicine in Valencia, consisting in a stage of the first year residents in the Health Centers during the first week after their incorporation to the teaching program. At the same time, we attempt to evaluate the level of clinical knowledge of these residents about common problems in primary care; to assess their knowledge about organization, information systems, health programs, etc.; to evaluate their degree of preference for the specialty and to analyze how such an experience may be helpful for the education of the family physicians. The mean number of correct answers to a test-type examination about common clinical problems in that level of care was 31.6%. The mean level of knowledge about primary care was self-rated as poor. Only 2 out of 22 residents had freely chosen this specialty, and only as a third choice. At the end of the stage, 74.7% of the residents evaluated it as useful or highly useful. We propose some recommendations which might improve the structure and implementation of the teaching.